
Year 3 Curriculum Map Spring Term 1 2019 

 1 2 3   4   5   6   

English 
Spoken 
English, 
reading 
comprehension, 
writing 
composition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Narrative Writing: The Ice 
Palace 
 
Children will read the 
opening of The Ice Palace, 
discussing key vocabulary 
and decoding techniques.  
 
They will use a range of 
creative drama techniques to 
explore the setting of the 
story and the different 
characters. 

Narrative Writing: Ice Palace 

 
Children will create 
descriptive pieces of writing 
based on the storyline and 
characters they have read 
about so far.  They will focus 
on the use of adjectives and 
adverbs to add detail to their 
writing.  
 
Children will write in role as 
different characters from the 
story. 
 

Myths and Legends 
 
Children will begin to 
understand the idea of a 
“myth”, and what features a 
myth has compared to other 
story types. We will read a 
variety of myths and will 
focus mainly on the Chinese 
story of Kuang Li and the 
dragon. We will use commas 
in a list when thinking of 
different items that could be 
taken on an adventure. 
 

Myths and Legends  
 
Children will retell the story 
of Kuang Li orally, including 
all the important details and 
thinking about how myths 
would once have been 
passed on by storytellers.  
 
They will then write their own 
version of the story using 
appropriate language and 
using conjunctions of time 
and cause. They will use 
their imagination to add 
interesting details and 
phrases. 
 

Myths and Legends  
 
Using the ideas from the 
previous week, children will 
design a story map to show 
the setting for their myth. 
They will learn about 
mythical beasts and will use 
this to design a mythical 
beast of their own, 
describing its features in 
detail. Finally, they will 
choose a hero for the story 
and plan their quest and the 
obstacles they will face 
 

Myths and Legends  
 
Children will use their 
planning to write their own 
myth in the style of the ones 
we have read. They will use 
paragraphs to organise 
sections such as the 
introduction, receiving 
magical items, and the final 
climax. Children will also be 
focusing on applying the 
grammatical skills we have 
been learning in class 
 
 

Vocabulary, 
Grammar 
and 
Punctuation 

Looking at noun choices and 
how authors select precise 
nouns to develop 
description.  

Co-ordinating conjunctions 
(For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, 
So). Choosing the correct 
conjunction to complete a 
sentence.  

Subordinating conjunctions 
(If, Since, After, When, 
Although, While, As, 
Because, Until, Before). 
Choosing the correct 
conjunction to complete a 
sentence and the effect of 
changing these.  
 

Using a subordinate clause 
at the beginning of a 
sentence. Beginning to use 
commas to mark clauses. 

Identifying and using 
prepositions. Creating fun 
sentences using prepositions 
and concrete and abstract 
nouns. 

Using the present 
progressive and past 
progressive tense. (She is 
running; She was running) 

Spelling The ‘o’ sound spelt ‘a’ after 
‘w’ and ‘qu’ (wash, want, 
squash, quality) 
 

Adding the suffix ‘ed’ to form 
the past tense. (hunted, 
jumped, stepped, clapped) 
 

Adding the suffix ‘ed’ to 
words ending in ‘y’. (carried, 
replied, hurried) 
 

Adding the suffix ‘ed’ to 
words that end in ‘e’.  (tickle 
rattle, shade, fine, phone) 

Words ending with the letter 

‘y’  (carry, fly, reply, hobby, 

family) 

Adding the prefixes ‘dis-’ and 
‘in-’ (disinterested, disagree, 
dislike, disobey, inaction, 
inhuman, invisible) 

Maths Use knowledge of 
multiplication and division 
facts to compare statements 
using inequality symbols. 
Use known multiplication 
facts to calculate new facts, 
eg if 4 x 3 = 12, 40 x 3 = 120 

Using concrete manipulative 
to multiply a 2-digit number 
by a 1-digit number. Move 
on gradually to represent this 
using pictorial and then 
abstract written method.  

Use part-whole models and 
Base 10 to solve division 
problems. Partition numbers 
in different ways in order to 
divide them. Solve divisions 
including remainders.  

Solve problems involving 
scaling. Use concrete and 
visual representations to 
show these. Use the 
language of “3 times bigger” 
etc.  

Children will learn about the 

difference between unit and 

non-unit fractions and 

explore making a whole with 

these different types of 

fraction.  

Children will explore the 

concept of tenths 

represented both as a 

fraction and as a decimal.  

Links will be made with 

money and units of measure.  

 

Science 
Plants 

Pre-assessment of 
knowledge of light and 
shadows. Natural and 
artificial light sources. 
 

Observing and recording 
how shadows are formed 
when objects block light from 
the sun. Drawing shadows in 
chalk on the playground 
during the day. 
 
 

Children will explore how 
shadows change with 
differing angles of light 
source.   
 
Children will design a simple 

investigation to explore and 

record this.  

 

Exploring opaque, 
transparent and translucent 
materials. Testing materials 
and recording results. 
 

Making predictions about 
how distance from a light 
source will change the size 
of a shadow. 
 

Observing and measuring 
how shadows of objects in 
sunlight change over the 
course of a day. Recording 
data in a bar graph. 
 

I.C.C 
Farming and 

Food 

Production 

Knowledge Harvest 
Children will discuss the 

topic of food and farming. 

They will share their 

Children will learn about the 
origins of many animal-
based products and how 
welfare standards are hugely 

Land Use – Children will 

learn about different land 

uses in the UK.  They will 

discuss how these have 

Food Miles – Children will 
explore a variety of food 
packaging to further 
understand where their food 

Linking to the topic of food 

miles, children will learn 

about pollution, climate 

change and some of the 

Farming in other Countries – 
Malawi 
 



Across the 

World 

 

knowledge about the topic 

and record any questions 

they may have.  Outcome of 

the knowledge harvest may 

influence future teaching  

important within the farming 
sector.   

changed over time and 

explore ways in which to 

represent this.  

comes from.  They will use 
Atlases to calculate food 
miles for a variety of simple 
dinners.   

negative environmental 

implications of this.   

 

Children will learn about how 

locally produced food is 

becoming increasingly 

important in the current 

climate.  

 

Making links to Malawi, 
where we have our partner 
school, children will learn 
about farming practices in 
other countries.  Subsistence 
farming will be explored and 
discussed before comparing 
with the UK’s mostly 
mechanised production.  
 

Computing 
Coding with 
Scratch 

Children will use the MIT program “Scratch” to continue to develop their coding skills. This builds on their work using Studio.code.org by giving them more freedom do design their own 
programs.  They will learn the terms “Sprite”, “Stage” and “Background”. Children will design sprites and enable them to be animated using different costumes. They will use simple 

commands to move their sprites and allow them to interact with other sprites and the stage. Children will create algorithms to program a simple maze game. As a challenge, children will have 
the opportunity to create variables so that sprites can be collected and give a score to the player.   

R.E 
What is the Hajj 
and why is it 
important to 
Muslims? 

Engage: Look at images 
from Hajj and try to work out 
what is happening in each. 
Watch a short clip with music 
but no commentary. 

Enquire: What questions do 
you have about Hajj that you 
would like to answer? Watch 
short film and see if this 
answers questions or raises 
more to find out. 

Explore: Children are 
provided with a range of 
sources including pictures, 
stories and diaries to help 
them gather information 
about Hajj.  

Explore: Children look at all 
the sources and use them to 
help them answer their 
questions and understand 
what happens during Hajj 
and why it is so special for 
Muslims. 

Evaluate: Can we answer 
our enquiry questions? 
Look again at the images we 
used in the first lesson. Do 
we now have a clearer 
understanding of what is 
being shown in each 
picture? 

Express: Create a poster, 
poem, short story or painting 
showing what you have 
learnt about Hajj. 

P.E  
 

Gymnastics: Creating sequences of rolls, jumps, balances and travelling using a variety of apparatus. 
Multiskills: Children will be using skills required in many different sports, such as coordination, speed and reflexes. They will carry out a variety of different activities using PE equipment and 
will aim to improve their fitness as well as the skills required to complete each task well. 
Football: Learning how to dribble and pass with accuracy and develop techniques for attacking and defending.  

Music 
The Class 
Orchestra 

Children discuss what is 
meant by an accompaniment 
in music. They listen to 
different ways in which 
instruments accompany a 
song. Children sing the 
accompaniment to ‘How doth 
the little crocodile’. 

Children learn a song that 
has a call and response 
structure. They work out how 
to play a melody by ear. 
Children select phrases that 
may be used for an 
introduction to a song. 

Children learn to recognise 
different pulses in songs. 
They learn to beat different 
time signatures. Children 
use rhythms of words to 
create an ostinato. 

Children reflect on the mood 
and style of different songs. 
They choose songs for 
specific purposes. They 
present their work to an 
audience. 

Children compose a script 
for a radio jingle. They set 
lyrics to music and present 
their work to an audience. 

Children evaluate their half 
term’s work and think about 
what went well and how they 
could develop their work in 

future. 

French Learning how to name different colours in French. (Rouge, orange, jaune, vert, bleu, violet, rose, blanc, gris, noir, marron) Singing songs and playing games to help reinforce learning. We will 
also look at stories that involve colours, such as “Petit Chaperon Rouge” (Little Red Riding Hood). Learning how to say numbers up to 31 and the names of the months, then putting these 

together to say when our birthday is. Learning how to say Head, Shoulders, Knees and Feet using the song, and the names for different items of clothing. 

PSHE/Circle 
Time 
PATHS 

Making good choices – 
listening carefully to each 
other. 

Using good manners – why 
are manners important? 

Understanding feeling shy 
and lonely. 

Learning about how we can 
make new friends. 

How to deal with feelings of 
frustration. 

Making good choices – 
listening carefully to each 
other. 

 


