
As a School of Sanctuary, we aim to challenge 

stereotypes and misconceptions about refugees 

and asylum seekers. To that end you will find 

facts and figures throughout this newsletter 

which were taken from the UNHCR’s report 

Global Trends in June 2021. Please note that 

these statistics predate the recent displacement 

from Afghanistan and Ukraine. 
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OUR SCHOOLS OF SANCTUARY 

AWARD HAS BEEN RENEWED! 

Earlier this year we applied for our award as a School of 

Sanctuary to be renewed. We were successful in our 

application which you can view alongside some of our other 

Schools of Sanctuary work here. We will be sharing this 

news with the children in an upcoming assembly. 

We are very proud to be a School of Sanctuary. 

That means we aim to be a safe and welcoming 

place for all, and especially for refugees and asylum 

seekers. 

We are conscious that there has been much 

troubling news internationally of late. We know that 

news stories, such as the political instability in 

Afghanistan and the war in Ukraine, can be a 

source of worry and anxiety and in an age of 24-

hour news and social media it is all but impossible 

to prevent our children hearing about these conflicts 

and the forced displacement that they result in. 

In this newsletter you will find information about how 

we are and will be supporting the children to 

understand some of these issues and to build a 

culture of welcome in our community. We also 

provide some guidance about how you can talk to 

your child in an age-appropriate way on these 

topics, as well as some ideas of what action you 

might take at home to show solidarity with the many 

millions of people who are forced to leave their 

homes to seek sanctuary due to conflict. 

Mr Rose-Brown 

of the world’s 
refugees are hosted 
by countries in the 
developing world  
 

are hosted by 
neighbouring 

countries  
 

http://www.avenuejuniorschool.org/about-us/school-of-sanctuary/schools-of-sanctuary-at-avenue-junior-school/
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However, since the conflict in Ukraine an 

estimated 2.6 million people have fled the 

country. Only 3000 of these have so far 

been granted visas to the UK. Poland has 

taken in 1,600,000 while Germany has 

welcomed 80,000 so far 
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A whole school assembly about our 

Schools of Sanctuary work 

On 17th June our school will again 

take part in A Day of Welcome and 

all lessons across school will be 

focused on refugee migration. 

A fundraiser for Welcome Wheels 

Whole-staff training from New 

Routes Integration – a local charity 

that support refugees, migrants, 

and asylum seekers in Norwich 

AT SCHOOL 

of the world’s 
refugees originate 
from 5 countries  
 

Throughout the year we support our pupils 

to understand the rights and experiences 

of refugees and asylum seekers and we 

work together to build a culture of 

welcome for them and everyone else in 

our community. 

Here are a few of the strands of that work 

happening in coming weeks and months. 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE 

CONFLICT IN UKRAINE 

A number of children have come into school talking 

about the invasion of Ukraine. However, we are also 

aware that some children will not know about the 

conflict. As such, we are adopting the following 

strategy: 

 

In Year 3 and 4, we will follow the cues from the 

children. If they do not raise the topic then we will not 

discuss it at this point. This is because of the age of 

the children and that they can feel overburdened by 

issues in the news. If children instigate discussions 

about it, we will use the resources below. 

 

In Year 5 and 6, we will use the resources below 

whether prompted by the children or not. This is 

because it is highly unlikely that children in these 

year groups will not have heard something about the 

invasion. They also have, at this age, their own views 

and preconceptions about war that they have gained 

from various sources including games and the 

media. These preconceptions are often incorrect. 

 

The first resource we will use is a simple video from 

Newsround explaining the history of the two 

countries and how this point has been arrived at. The 

second video is advice for children if they have felt, 

or feel, upset by anything they see in the news - the 

teachers will use their discretion about the use of 

this. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/60417806 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002 

 

Please do take a moment to watch the videos so that 

you understand what your child may have seen or 

talked about in school. 

 

Also, if you have a particular connection to the 

conflict or your child is particularly worried and you 

would like us to support them in any way, please do 

get in touch with your child's teacher. 

Mike Hooper 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine
https://www.norfolksos.co.uk/a-day-of-welcome-2022
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/60417806
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

AT HOME 

JOIN THE ‘TOGETHER WITH 

REFUGEES’ DAY OF ACTION 

ON 21st MARCH 

People across the country will be taking action 

online and in person on the 21st March as part 

of the ‘Together With Refugees’ campaign. 

Your child could make an orange heart to 

display in your home. 

www.togetherwithrefugees.org.uk 

 

In your 

 

 

In a window at your home. These can be 

collected from the school office. 

DONATE  

If you are able to, we encourage you to 

donate to one of the organisations below, all 

of which support people fleeing conflict and 

persecution around the globe 

International Rescue Committee help 

people whose lives and livelihoods are 

shattered by conflict and disaster to survive, 

recover and gain control over their future. 

Donate here. 

British Red Cross help anyone, anywhere 

in the UK and around the world, get the 

support they need if crisis strikes Donate 

here. 

UNHCR works to protect and assist refugees 

everywhere. Donate here. 

 

UNHCR 

SPEAK TO YOUR CHILD 

ABOUT THE CONFLICT IN 

UKRAINE 

If you decide to discuss this with your 

child/children, it’s important to reassure 

without raising further anxiety. Use the 

guidance on the next page to prepare yourself 

for the conversation. 

PLANT SOME SUNFLOWERS 

Or even a sunflower garden in solidarity with 

Ukraine. The sunflower is the national flower of 

Ukraine and gardening is excellent for your 

children’s mental health and wellbeing. 

WRITE TO OUR MP 

You or your child might like to write to Clive 

Lewis MP to let him know your thoughts and 

feelings about refugee migration and how 

refugees and asylum seekers should be 

supported in the UK. Email him at  

casework@clivelewis.org or send him a letter 

addressed to Clive Lewis MP, House of 

Commons, London. SW1A 0AA 

  

Here are some suggestions of things that you or your child/children might 
like to do at home. Helping children get involved in a practical way with 
supporting people affected by conflict can help them feel like they have 
some agency and thereby help reduce their anxiety. 

TAKE PART IN UEA’S 

REFUGEE WEEK 

There are lots of free and fabulous events being 

organised by the UEA for their Refugee Week 

this week. See their programme of events here 

for further information. 

DISPLAY A ‘NORFOLK                                                                  
WELCOMES                                       

REFUGEES’ POSTER 
 

http://www.togetherwithrefugees.org.uk/
https://www.rescue.org/what-we-do#content
https://www.redcross.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/what-we-do.html?&msclkid=0afee549bc451636b9008767eb2bbb00&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=UK_EN_UNHCR_Brand%20Core_Core_BMM&utm_term=%2Bunhcr%20%2Btr&utm_content=UNHCR_Brand%20Core&gclid=0afee549bc451636b9008767eb2bbb00&gclsrc=3p.ds
mailto:casework@clivelewis.org
https://www.ueasanctuary.org/uea-refugee-week/


 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 
 

Per day to purchase food, clothes, toiletries, 

phone and travel. This is paid via a pre-paid debit 

card that can only be used in selected shops.  

 
Asylum seekers did not receive the same £20 uplift as people on Universal 

Credit during the Covid pandemic. 
Asylum seekers have no right to work as they do in most other EU countries. 

Asylum applications in the UK routinely take months and years to be resolved. 

At £37.75 per week that is just under 50% of 

what people on Jobseeker’s Allowance receive 50% 
£5.66 

 

Further support and guidance can be found here 

SEEKING ASYLUM IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

https://schools.cityofsanctuary.org/2022/02/28/speaking-with-children-about-the-war-in-ukraine?fbclid=IwAR0EX5nkksLs-67t4cJpJHo1JaZnnxfEiAeauMst4TsyqkFEh8wQuZgC4Nk

